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Sharing the Joy of the Dharma further increases ouj 0 yxé

From May to Junedhr e i n Manhatt an, the d#i
when the pleasant winds flow thr:
passing moments. By the time the leaves on the trees finally turned

summer was upon us. We thoughtéwould"s)mm(
spring returned again, and the relatively cool and mild days continued.

In June, we decided to go for several days on missionary visits to Florida. There were three of
in the group: Yasuko (Chapter Leader), Yoshi (Chief of the Dharma Center), and me.
We flew out of NYO&s LaGuardia Airportsana Jz«
the wheel. From Jacksonville, we headed south of the Florida peninsol®alm Coast, Or-
lando, Fort Lauderdale, and then finally Fort Meyieexperiencing sweltering hot weather. Af-
ter concluding our fiveay missionary visit, we returned to LaGuardia Airport.

Reiko Fountaine and Masako Campbell were waiting for us in Jacksonville.-8aikioad been
il so we were concerned, but | felt that her amazing recovery was a testament to her earnest ¢
fort to return to normal daily life, and an indication of how sincerely she is living her life|cher-

i shing the fAhere and now. o At -aawydg ag mi, r iwte
ery. And constantly at her side, helping her, was Masakon . She cheerfully
|l can be of help. But | am the one who is |
By all means, we -sweenrfes firteocaosvteirnyg. 0 ARhedi kwe | ar

members can gather again at Rekea n 6s home to read and discu
Dharma Guidance, led by Masagkan.

Next, we drove south for about two hours t

zuko-san and her husband, Tesgn, welcomed us. We began our visit by paying our respects at
their altar. The altar was perfectly set with offerings and felt refreshingly pure. The home was
bright with high ceilings, and here and there, the atmosphere vividly reminded us of Japan. W
got a glimpse of how Torgan had kinéheartedly accepted Kazulsoan 6 s pr ef erjenc

This was the first time Yasuksan and | had visited their home. Although we met Tsany ber
fore, it had been just to say hello. This was our first opportunity to spend unhumeebgether.
What | saw during that time was how mentally and physically in harmony theyiwEsay-
sands thoughtful ki ndne s-sniasuchla ealmaahdwelaxed manu p
ner, and Kazuk@an accepting his gestures with gratitude. | was thoroughly enchanted, | was
delighted. | was immersed in happiness. The atmosphere was full of warmth and tendernes
When Yasukesan asked Tong an A What iinspired the two of

share it with us?0 he started to speak Jear

their past, beginning nearly forty years ago.

o

With conviction, I said to both of them,
you. You certainly have found happiness, Kazska, to have met and married someone as won
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derful and marvelous as your husband." Kazskan r esponded saying, nYes. TI
a moment 6s-spausaj dJoMy am the one who found happi
rMy goodness; thatodés wonderful! o I could not hol d
who had found happiness by applying O60the teaching

their daily lives.

There were more missionary visits during this trip, but for this month, I will stop here.
As | reflect on all the visits we made over the five days, in each encounter, one by one, we received abundant
tunities to experience, AAh! How grateful we feel

The joy of the Dharma is to experience the joy of faithfully following the teachings in our lives. We are told, he
ever, that this joy doubles when we bring joy to others as we share the Dharma.
| wish to diligently continue my practice, as | repeatedly recite the Lotus Sutra, over and over again, so | may
the teachings very deeply in myself.
The lingering memory of the inspiration from encountering such a wonderful couple will be connected, like a b
in relay race, to the visits to come.

(To be continued in August é)

Gassho
New York Center Minister
Etsuko Fujita

Topic

Monthly Memorial Service

Every month, we hold a memorial service for those who passed over that month. The memorial service day is ¢
we offer our sutra recitation to express our gratitude towards our ancestors.
The other month was my uncleds (my mothero6s sisfte

mot her on the phone, Il sai d, AToday at chyrch. w
cleds posthumous name to be read because S
for remembering him. 6 Then | went on to a h
hospital, but doing fine Thank you for t g
tal king about other things. Later, my mo't nt
remember my brothen-l aw and ask about my sister. I 'y o

ing how happy my mother was that | remembered them, | was sure all of our ancestors, altho
may not know their faces, would also be so happy when we talk and think about them.

We are here now because our ancestors tried to live with utmost effort and passed on the ba
eration after generation. | am so grateful for that.

Chapter Leader Yasuko Vendley




Shared the merits he gai
from internship at RFP.
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