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【 Each person is living a precious and unique “life” 】
When I saw the spring flowers brightly shining as they received
an abundance of the gentle sunlight, I spontaneously stopped and
began talking to them. Even the sounds that leapt into my ears
seemed to be overflowing with signs of spring. The quite pleasant
feeling that “Spring in full bloom (haruranman)” touches my heart.
On April 8th, we will celebrate “Kotan-e,” the birthday of Shakyamuni Buddha.
The historical Shakyamuni Buddha is said to have been born about twenty-five
hundred years ago (565 B.C.) in Lumbini Garden, located in what is now Nepal,
near the border of India.
According to the legend, upon his birth, Shakyamuni immediately stood up and
took seven steps in each of the four cardinal directions (east, west, south and north)
and, with his right hand raised toward heaven and his left hand extended toward
月４てしと子太の妃王耶摩てしそ王 飯 浄 国迦釈、 昔 の 久 悠 の年 百 数 千二はまさ迦釈お
the earth, proclaimed “I alone am honored, in heaven and on earth.”
。たしまれさ 生 誕にかや健お、で園のーニビンル日８
Common sense would consider the events of this story to be highly improbable.
しさ指This
を地天、れまゆあ歩七に方四、てしそ is, however, a symbolic expression of the majesty of Shakyamuni Buddha
conveyed through the ages, derived from the sense of devotion・esteem・praise,
with boundless reverence.
What is being expressed is the teaching that “All human beings are born with their
own unique and precious life.” Therefore, “each one of us has an irreplaceable
precious existence that is the only one of its kind in this vast universe.”
As we ponder this, we realize that, like Shakyamuni Buddha, we live a unique
“life” that cannot be exchanged with the life of anyone else. Presently, there are
approximately 7,300,000 people in this world, but there is not one person who is
exactly the same as “me.”
The fact that we are born into this world is a very rare occurrence. We first need to
recognize that our own respective self is an incomparable being who has been
given a life worthy of respect in this world. Then, we will come to realize that the
“life” of each other person is equally worthy of respect.
The Buddha’s birthday verse, “I alone am honored, in heaven and on earth,”
teaches the intrinsic preciousness of the human “life” and clearly expresses the
spirit of Buddhism’s reverence for humankind.
By the way, I think all of us wish to live optimistically with a purpose; surely, this
is true of everyone. However, when we encounter difficult and painful
circumstances, we are swayed by the turn of events, alternating from hope to fear,
and unable to put our mind at ease. We think: “It wasn’t supposed to be like this!”
Unable to accept things as they are, we tend to shift the blame onto others or fall
into self-denial.
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Either way, life is not always smooth sailing. Rather, we become ill, encounter accidents, suffer
setbacks, and perhaps more often have more experiences that make us feel hopeless, than those that
make us feel otherwise.
Especially at such times, please remember to acknowledge your best efforts, your hard work, and
be kind to yourself. And praise yourself just as you are. That is important.
That is because you are the only one who has your irreplaceable and precious existence.
“Kotan-e (Buddha’s Birthday)” is the time to celebrate Shakyamuni Buddha’s birth. Let us
simultaneously take this opportunity to make a vow to learn the teachings and live proper lives as
we mutually respect and support one another.
Gassho
New York Center Minister
Etsuko Fujita

Topics
My friend, who is also my dharma child (whom I had guided to the faith), suddenly lost his wife last year.
It has been six years since my friend got married. It turned out that he unexpectedly inherited a large sum of money
from his deceased wife.
I earnestly prayed that my dharma child would manage the inheritance in ways that would reassure his deceased
wife and that he would live a life of gratitude.
I immediately began by receiving the posthumous name for her.
And I conveyed to him the importance of doing the sutra recitation while full of gratitude, and of reassuring his wife
that he will be very careful with the use of the funds.
Moreover, I felt it was most important for him to accumulate merit. So, every time we spoke on the phone, I told
him about one of the ways to accumulate merit, explaining that offering even a small donation would be connected
to transferring the merit to his wife. And, I was constantly giving him various kinds of advice.
However, one day, he suddenly said: “I live far away so I would like to quit my membership.”
At that moment I felt in my heart, “I was wholeheartedly thinking of him whenever I spoke with him. But if that’s
all there is to it, he can do whatever he wants!”
Nevertheless, I could not stop thinking about him, my dharma child, and I agonized for a few days over the
situation. I finally shared what had happened with Rev. Fujita.
The reverend said, “Your compassionate heart in thinking about your dharma child is wonderful. I can truly feel it.
Yet, perhaps he might be feeling like you are brandishing righteous argument and preaching to him.
You are very happy that your dharma child is taken care of, and able to live comfortably from now
on, right? I think it is important for you to keep the heart and mind of believing in his life hereafter
and to pray for him.”
I thought, that is so true. And I told him exactly what the reverend said.
Since then, we have been able to truly communicate our feelings, and to also learn the importance of
revering the other’s buddha nature.
My friend participated in the Special Springtime Annual Memorial Service in March, and as an
offering to his wife, he also made a heartfelt donation.
My heart is completely filled with gratitude.
Yoshi

3/5 Ceremony for 79th Anniversary of Rissho Kosei-kai’s Founding
Top Left: History of RK on display
Top right: Sutra recitation for the ceremony
Left : Hoza

3/19 Study Session
Chapter 16
by Rev. Kyoichi Sugino
Ft. Myers Sangha joined

3/21 Women’s Meeting
Study of Basic Buddhism

Schedule for new York chapter

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Closed

2

3

4

10AM
First Day of the
Month Service
10:30 AM
Board Meeting
1 PM
Annual Meeting

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM-5PM
Steering
Committee/
Missionary

9AM
Memorial Svc
for Founder
10 AM
Case Study
2-4PM
Chapter Leaders’

9

10

11

12

13

9AM
Memorial
Service for
Cofounder

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Reach out
day

9AM Sutra
Recitation

17

18

19

9AM
Special Prayer

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

Ｃｌｏｓｅｄ

10 AM

1PM
Sunday Service
President's Dharma

Guidance

6

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Reach out
day

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Monthly
Memorial Service

Meeting

Case study

16

5

2-4PM
Chapter Leaders’

Meeting
6:30 PM
Women’s mtg

7
9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Lotus Sutra
study session
in Japanese

8
1PM
Celebration of
Buddha’s
Date of
Birth
Study Session

14

15

9AM
The Eternal
Buddha
Shakyamuni Day

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

20

21

22

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Reach out
day

9AM Sutra
Recitation

9AM Sutra
Recitation

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

1PM
Sunday Service

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Reach out
day

9AM Sutra
Recitation

9AM
Special Prayer

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

Hoza

30
Closed

Traffic Safety will be 5/26(Fri)

