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from recognizing our own dignity...

】

On November 10, I left on a plane to Tokyo, Japan, for the Organization’s leadership meetings at our Headquarters.
On November 15, I participated in the celebration of the Anniversary of our Founder’s Birth at the Great Sacred Hall.
The Tokyo Kosei Winds Orchestra performed the Introduction with
sounds that resonated such warmth to majestically congratulate the
Founder and filled The Great Sacred Hall with much joy.
Finally, it was the opening of the ceremony.
On the stage of the altar, the procession for offering of flowers by
the 16 members, wearing kimono, representing the Young Women’s
Group throughout Japan was followed by the sutra recitation led by Rev. Kosho.
After the recitation, Rev. Kosho read the President’s “Words of Respect.” The President praised
our Founder as follows:
“Our Founder was born 108 years ago on November 15, 1906, in the village of Suganuma,
Tokamachi-City, Niigata Prefecture…After intently searching to find a way to liberate all living
beings, our Founder finally encountered the Lotus Sutra, in which Shakyamuni Buddha’s original vow is expressed as follows: ‘How can I lead living beings to enter the Buddha Way and
how quickly can I guide them to the state of Buddhahood?’
(And) after establishing Rissho Kosei-kai in 1938, he devoted his whole life to the realization
of world peace and the liberation of humanity through the spirit of the One Vehicle, which is
‘being generous and open-minded, and respecting one another and cooperating with each other,
because we are, from the outset, fellow passengers riding on the same one vehicle.’…”
Furthermore, in his Dharma Talk, the President spoke of the deep significance of that day:
“On November 15, 1945, our organization’s Eternal Buddha was enshrined. And on November 15, 1991, the ceremony of the Inheritance of the Lamp of the Dharma was performed. For
our organization this is truly a day of deep karmic significance.”
He also explained the importance of valuing “rei = courtesy, respect and appreciation” using
the Japanese martial arts to illustrate his point.
“Greetings start with rei and end with rei. It is about respect in human beings.
To always value the heart of Bodhisattva Never Despise, to respect it. Then we will be able to
express respect for having been given life as human beings. Firstly, we must respect our own
selves. Then we will be able to express reverence and respect for others. This solemn spirit is
indeed what is very important.”
He added: “It would be good for all of us to appreciate the blessing of having been nurtured in
our mothers’ wombs for 10 months. We are taught that to be born as a human being in this
world is not so easy and thus must not forget to be grateful, to thank that we were given this
life.
To be respectful with utmost courtesy…is gratitude. By being respectful, a harmonious world is
born; in the world where there is gratitude, a harmonious world emerges.”
As I listened embracing each sentence, one after another, in my heart, I recalled a verse from
“Dhammapada” that the President often quotes:
“Difficult is the attainment of the human state.
Difficult is the life of mortals.
Difficult is the hearing of the Real Truth (saddhamma).
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Difficult is the appearance of the Enlightened Ones.”
The birth of a human life starts from the odds of a miraculous encounter. I believe to be able to receive life as human being is truly a miracle among all miracles. Furthermore, there is uncertainty of life to those who receive life,
and the time to cross over comes to the old and the young alike. At this moment and at this place, it is important to
feel the gratitude of having received life.
Furthermore, my heart is filled with gratitude to have encountered the true Dharma which adheres to the universe,
and in this lifetime, to be able to spend our daily lives with the spirit of the One Vehicle and mutually revere and
respect one another’s buddha nature. I can only feel grateful, absolutely grateful.
So, everyone! With the Founder’s cheerful and warm smile and his magnanimous personality as our model, let us
give life to the teachings by applying it in our own lives now.
And, let us each in our respective position, first see ourselves as practitioners and become guides to the “True
Path” for many people we come into contact.
Gassho
New York Church Minister
Etsuko Fujita

NY Branch topics discussed in November
On November 9, Rev. Kyoichi Sugino conducted a study session on the Six Paramitas (also called Six Perfections).
“Six Paramitas” indicates the six standard practices for those on the bodhisattva path.
They are: ① Donation ② Keeping the Precepts ③ Perseverance/Forbearance
④ Assiduity/Diligence ⑤ Meditation ⑥ Wisdom.
As for the 1st practice, “donation,” there are three kinds – donation of material goods (gifting of money, goods),
donation of teaching the Dharma, physical donation (actions).
In Buddhism, this first prerequisite of the bodhisattva practice, is not about expecting something in return, looking
for gratitude, or any form of give and take. Instead, it is about being grateful that we were given the opportunity to
do something for others, to give unconditionally…that is the true meaning of “donation.”
For example, let’s say you gave up a seat for someone in a crowded train. If the person does not say “thank you” or
show gratitude, what would be your reaction? You may think: “I took the trouble to give up the seat. You would
think that person could show some gratitude.” However, that would make your kind action go to waste. As soon as
you gave your seat to someone else, that should be complete. We should just be grateful for such an opportunity
and expect nothing more. That is when it becomes a true donation.
We also learned that when we practice from ① to ⑤, we will then attain ⑥, the Buddha’s wisdom, which gives
us the ability to see things clearly – to discern the differences among things and see the
truth common to them.
Peter Stoops’ crossing over:
Our beloved Peter Stoops crossed over on September 30. He was 93 years-old. On
Sunday, November 9, the members held the 49th Day Memorial Service for him.
Peter’s dedicated efforts and service, which made the founding of Rissho Kosei-kai in
New York possible, was tremendous. For years, he had many deep interactions with
the Founder. And at Headquarters in March of 2012, he received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from President Niwano.
We wholeheartedly pray that his spirit may be at peace and will attain the great fruit of
supreme enlightenment.
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10/29
35th Day Memorial Service for Peter Stoops

11/9
49th Day Memorial Service for Peter Stoops

11/9 Lecture by Rev. Sugino
10/31 Joh’s photography exhibit.

セ

Schedule for new York branch

December 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

First Day of
Month

2-4PM
Branch Leader
Meeting

Closed

Memorial Svc
For
Founder

6pm
Meditation

7

8

1pm

Enlightenment
D ay

Enlightenment
Day

9

15

16

1PM
Sunday Service
Study Session(E,J)

The Eternal Buddha Shakyamuni
Day
10am
Steering
Commitee

2-4PM
Branch Leader
Meeting

22

23

17

Closed

13

Closed

18

19

20

6pm
Meditation

24

25
Christmas
Day

1PM
Sunday Service
Cleaning
End of year party

29

12

Closed

10AM
Board meeting

28

11

Memorial Svs for
Co-Founder
10AM
Monthly
Memorial service

14

21

10

30

31

Setting for New
Year

藤田教会長
Rev.Fujita
日本11/10-24
Japan
12/24-1/12

26

27
Closed

