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【 Going back to basics, from a new starting point 】

By November, we are totally into the autumn season. Normally, ‘we are
surrounded by trees glowing with deep autumn colors’・・・is what I would
have liked to say, but perhaps because the temperature difference was relatively mild this year compared to other years, the trees in the forests seem
to be confused.
October 14th～15th, the celebration to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Founding Rissho
Kosei-kai of New York was held at Stony Point’s Conference Center. Stony Point is located
about an hour and a half driving distance north of Manhattan. There, in the area spread out on a
low hill surrounded by trees, we were able to fully enjoy the aura of autumn: where squirrels
walked out from between many types of trees ablaze with fall colors; where deer made their appearance; and, into the night, as if waiting for their turn, where crickets started their chorus.
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On the 15th, the day of the commemorative ceremony, the sunlight that poured through the break
in the clouds sparkled beautifully and brilliantly.
proceeded, directed by the outstanding master of ceremony, James. With James
。たしまれさ 生 The
誕にかや健お、で園のーニビンceremony
ル日８
leading the way, all participants sang the organizational song of Rissho Kosei-kai in unison
しさ指を地天、れまゆあ歩七に方四、てしそ
(which we had rehearsed before the event).
After that, ten members, representing all the members, offered the candlelight procession. One lit
candle, then another…offered to the Buddha sincerely from the heart…becoming our testament
as Buddhists. It was beautifully and solemnly performed. I felt extremely emotional as I watched
each and every one’s splendid image.
After the sutra recitation, through Skype, we connected the Sangha in Florida with the venue for
the ceremony. Members in Florida were able to affirm the merits they received by coming into
contact with the teachings. They clearly conveyed to us how happy they are.
Next was sharing of faith by Eiko Naito. Eiko-san was overwhelmed by life’s predicaments, but
through her encounters with the warmhearted RKNY Sangha, she was able to revive the teachings of the Buddha that dwell within her soul. And, she personally experienced the happiness that
derived from actually putting the teachings into practice. Her decisive wish to have her friends
attain happiness based on this Lotus Sutra as well, gave her the incentive to guide others to the
faith. Eiko-san was awakened to the true way of living as humans when she realized the greatest
joy, seeing one such friend begin to attain happiness.
Eiko-san was actually suffering from kidney failure and had for two years been going through
dialysis treatments. She hoped for a kidney transplant, but was told she must wait nine years for
such an opportunity. Under such conditions, a wondrous development occurred.
On July 14th, the hospital contacted her to say they had found a donor, and soon after, an urgent
kidney transplant operation was performed.
Three months after the surgery, she shared her faith at the 35th Anniversary Ceremony. She was
given “life” which seems like a miracle by an encounter in “life” which seemed like a miracle.
Mentioning how she would like to use this “life,” she shared that she would like to improve herself as a human being and to live a life for the sake of others! That was the “sharing of her faith.”
I was very deeply moved.
Next, we received Congratulatory Words from our guest speaker, San Francisco Dharma Center’s minister, Rev. Takashi Nagashima. He highlighted some of the details of Eiko san’s “sharing
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of faith.” He also referred to the question “what is buddha nature?” saying this is “something everyone has,” “not something that is added
on, but is innate in everyone when born,” and giving all of us peace of mind. He further indicated three points that will help anyone become
aware of this. These three points are – our wish to be praised ▪ our wish to be respected ▪ our wish to help others/ wish to do bodhisattva
practice – and they indeed become the keys “to fully open one’s buddha nature.”
While speaking, Rev. Nagashima harmoniously related with the participants of the ceremony, with such overflowing compassion in his
presentation, that all were filled with joy.

In the end, I said my Words of Appreciation. The ceremony was enhanced and supported by the wonderful environment and ended while we were still very deeply moved.
Now, in November we will hold the Founder’s birthday celebration. It is of course a most important day for us
members. The Founder was born on November 15, 1906.
And in 1938, at the age of 31 years, he established Rissho Kosei-kai. He just earnestly dedicated himself to sharing
the spirit of the Lotus Sutra with people in this world for each and every one’s happiness and world peace and to
create a peaceful and tranquil society.
Such generous and sincere character, that kind smile, led many people to trust, respect and love him.
Here, I would like to introduce Founder’s Words.
【When we can reply with “Yes” and say the words “Thank You” without hesitation at any time and in any place, we
will pass the test as believers of faith. If we never forget to smile at any time, to reply with loud, bright and cheerful
voices, our hearts and minds will dramatically change.
Such way of thinking works like a rudder of a ship, guiding people toward happiness, toward happiness. The Lotus
Sutra teaches the fundamental way to see things, how to accept what arises from that, and how to relate to other people. When we can think, “Having been taught such a wonderful path, I can’t help but be joyful and grateful every
day,” we attain buddhahood.
Someone once said, “Happiness, it turns out, was my ability to say『thank you』” That is correct.】
When we carefully ponder the Founder’s words, we will feel our hearts and minds become warmer. So, happiness is
our capacity to say, “Thank you.” As we were taught in the President’s New Year Guidance, let us clearly verbalize
our “thankful” and “grateful” hearts and minds.
Gassho
New York Center Minister
Etsuko Fujita

Topics
I’m very glad RKNY 35th Anniversary ended without any major incident. These are my reflective thoughts.
To all those who helped to make this anniversary take place, my heart is filled with deep appreciation.
This time the venue changed from previous anniversaries and was held at a wonderful place in the mountains surrounded by nature.
As I witnessed everyone’s effort in carrying out one’s assigned role with such sincere dedication, I was deeply
moved and very grateful.
Everyone came together as one, helping one another, to make this event successful. There is nothing that can surpass the joy I felt and the wonderfully warm energy I received from everyone. With each person contributing in their own special way, the whole became greater than the parts, But when the parts came
together, they did so in such a harmonious, purposeful and meaningful manner that I personally experienced something beyond what I had been told before.
Rev. Fujita spoke about buddha nature in her speech during the ceremony. She asked each of us to
look into ourselves to understand how our heart and mind is feeling at the moment, and then to discover the true message the Buddha is sending to us through that. She further said her wish is for us to
take that message as a gift to guide us, as merit we received today, to take a new step in creating for
ourselves a brilliantly shining life. The merit I received from this anniversary is the awareness that,
like the universe, all human relationships run its course based on the Truth.
Thank you very much.
Education Director
Keiko Idesako
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Schedule for new York chapter

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9AM

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM

9AM
Annual Memorial Day
For the Founder

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

First Day of the
Month Service
President’s Dharma
Guidance

Reach out day

Guidance for
Leaders

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

1PM
Sunday Service
President’s
Dharma
Guidance

9AM Sutra
Recitation

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

8:30AM Sutra
Recitation
9AM
Steering
Committee/
Missionary

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM
Monthly
Memorial
Service

9AM
Memorial
Service for
Cofounder
10AM Hoza

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

2-4PM
Area Leaders’

Meeting

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1PM
Founder’s Birthday
Ceremony

9AM
Special Prayer
for renovation

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

9AM
The Eternal Buddha Shakyamuni
Day
Founder’s Birthday
10AM Hoza
6:30 PM
Jyoshi-kai

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1PM
Sunday
Service
Hoza

9AM Sutra
Recitation

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza
2-4PM

Closed

Closed:
Dharma
Practices
at home

Meeting

9AM Sutra
Recitation
Reach out day
6PM
Thanksgiving
Dinner

Area Leaders’

Guidance for
Leaders

Closed
Thanksgiving
Day

26

27

28

29

30

Closed

9AM
Special Prayer
for renovation

9AM Sutra
Recitation
10AM Hoza

9AM Sutra
Recitation

9AM Sutra
Recitation

Reach out day

